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1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Glaser (6,015,328) or Tortorise (5,966,769) alone or further in view of Streibel 
(4,589,159). Glaser and Tortorise disclose most of the elements of the claims. 
These include a toothbrush and a plurality of decorative end caps or emblems to fit 
the handle of the toothbrush. What the references are missing appears to be that the 
toothbrush is electric and the requirement for a package. On the other hand these 
elements are conventional or even notorious. Note, for example, the references of 
record. Since it is known to place decorative end caps or emblems on a toothbrush 
per se, and since it is known to package toothbrushes within a package, it would 
have been obvious to provide Glaser or Tortorise with the missing elements in 
order to attractively decorate an electric toothbrush while protecting the same 
during storage or transportation. The specific structure of the tooth brush of claim 
41 also appears to be conventional. 

The labels of independent claims 41 and 47 are also considered to be well 
known elements, and therefore, elements that would have been obvious to also 
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provide to the prior art devices as set forth above. However, Streibel is cited for 
emphasis to clearly show that the positioning of a label on a toothbrush is also 
conventional. Moreover labels comprising a polymeric and backing layers are 
conventional or even notorious. Accordingly, it would have been especially 
obvious in view of the above, to provide either the Glaser or Tortorise devices with 
labels, for the purpose of providing information (such as information relating to the 
toothbrush or to a user thereof, for example only) on the toothbrush. There appears 
to be no reason that the main elements of claims 41 and 47, ie, end caps together 
with labels on a toothbrush, whether electric or manual should be considered 
unobvious in view of the demonstrated knowledge and level of skill in the relevant 
art. 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Jacob K. Ackun Jr. whose telephone number is 
(571)272-441 8. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 
8.30AM-5.00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Mickey Yu can be reached on (571)272-4562. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to 
the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 
571-272-1000. 



/Jacob K. Ackun Jr./ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3728 



